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WCC Committee sends Message of Sympathy to Caritas 


(Geneva) - A message of sympathy "to you and your church" in the death of 
His Holiness Pope Pius XII was sent to CARITAS, international Roman Catholic 
relief organisation, by the Administrative Committee of the Division of 
Inter~Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches, 
in session October 8 and 9 in Geneva, Switzerland. 


The WCC committee said it "rejoices in the many opportunitics’ of 
cooperation with CARITAS and its related“agencies in service to refugees 
and in the ministry of relief" and "desires t» express its sympathy to 
you and your church in the loss which has been sustained". 


During its two-day session the cleven-member committee heard that 
funds are still needed for the Old Believers, a group of Russian Orthodox 
agriculturists which the council's Service to Refugees is resettling in 
Brazil, 


A. total of 7,072 refugees have been helped to find new homes so far | 
this year by the Service to Refugees and it was estimated that the total 
for 1958 would be about 10,000. 
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The Administrative Coumittee urged support for appeals which have been 
made to aid flood victims in West Pakistan, Korea and Japan, and to help a 
drought-stricken area in Brazil. A total of $9,000 is still "urgently" 
needed to help in the emergency in Lebanon. The appeal was wade after an 
“energency subcommittee" made up of thirteen churches and voluntary agencies, 
was set up in Lebanon. 


It was reported that four members of the Volklingen (Saar) work camp, 
injured in a bus accident on August 15, are still in the hospital. (See EPS 
No. 33.) Twelve of the twenty-three injured youths are now at home and 
another seven are at home but still under a doctor's care, Four persons, 


including two campers, were killed in the crash. 


In other action, the committee went on record as supporting a World 
Refugee Year, but "reaffirmed its belief that the refugee problem is a 
long-term one and cannot be solved in one year". The "Year" is being 


carried out through the United Nations. E.P.S., Geneva 


A.C. Lichtenberger New Us Episcopal Presiding Bishop 


(iiiami Beach, Florida) ~- The Rt. Rev. Arthur Corl Lichtenberger, Bishop of 
Missouri, has been elected Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, succeeding Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill. 


Bishop Lichtenberger, 58, has been dean of Trinity Cathedral in Newark, 
New Jersey, professor of New Testament at St. Paul's Divinity School in 


Wuchang, China, and professor of practical theology at General Theological 


Seminary in New fork City. He has been bishop of Nissouri since 1952. 


In 1954 Bishop Lichtenberger was an accredited visitor at the Second As- 


sembly of the World Council of Churches in Ivanston, Illinois. 


Bishop Sherrill, a president of the World Council, will hand over 
office on November 15. 


In other action at the church's General Convention in iiiami Beach, 
Florida, last week, the 190-member House of Bishops approved limited inter- 
communion between the Protestant E.iscopal Church and the Church of South 
India. Under the plan the Episcopal Church will recognize bishops and 


clergymen consecrated or ordained in the church of South India. The plan 


also provides conditions under which bishops and priests of the CSI can 
celebrate or assist in Upiscopal Church communion services. Bishop Sherrill 
praised the plan as a "step forward" and as "furthering the cause of Christian 
mani ty'!. E.P.S., Geneva 


World Quaker Group Discusses WCC Membership 


(Bad Pyrmont, Germany) - A hundred delegates to a meeting of the Friends 


World Committee (Quakers) in Bud Pyrmont, Germany, this month discussed the 


possibility of Friends! groups in various parts of the world joining national , 
Christian councils and the World Council of Churches and decided to ask 

Yearly lieetings to report their "experience with ecumenical bodies, both 
official and unofficial" at the next session in 1961. 


Principal objection to membership came fro. delegates who asked "Can we 
join groups which fail to take an unequivocal stand against war ?". 


Two American Quaker groups, the Five Years lieeting and Friends General 
Conference, belong to the World Council. 
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Two American Quaker groups, the Five Years Meeting and Friends General 
Conference, belong to the World Council. 


Mr. Herbert M. Hadley of Washington, D.C., was reappointed general 
secretary of the World Committee. The 1961 meeting will be hold in Kenya. 
B.P.o., Geneva 


London Memorial service for Bishop Bell 


(London) - Addressing a service of commemoration for the late Bishop G.K.A. Bell, 
former honorary president of the World Council of Churches, who died on October 3 
at the age of 75 (see) EPS No. 37), Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, said that the great British ecumenical leader 
not only "felt that he belonged to the whole Church of Christ; it was equally 


true that countless men and women in other churches felt that he belonged to 
them", 


Dr, Visser 't Hooft took as his text the words from Luke 17:10, "We are 
unprofitable servants, we have done that which was our duty to do", used by 
Bishop Bell in his last public speech at Odense, Denmark, in August, on the 
occasion of the WCC's tenth anniversary. 


Observing that "the biography of Dr. Bell is to a very-large extent the 
biography of the ecumenical wovement of the churches", the World Council's 
general secretary reviewed the bishop's work for the ecumenical movement -and 
for mankind and told the congregation that "during these last ten years there 
was hardly a meeting to which he did not bring some important proposal or 
plan that had to do with the witness of the Church to the world orswith the 
strengthening of the ecumenical fellowship itself". According to Dr. Visser 
't Hooft; ."all that he said, whether in denouncing evil or in advocating 
mutual understanding, was said for, never against man. "The Church and 
Humanity, .went,on the,preacher, “meant for,him the Church for aasul ab TOL 
all, persecuted and persecutors, the weak and the strong". 


The memorial service was arranged by the British Council of Churches. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury pronounced the blessing. B.P.S., Geneva 


Dr. Verwoerd States His Faith 


(Johannesburg) - The new Prime Minister of South Africa, the Hon. H.F. Verwoerd, 
is reported by the Monthly Newsletter of the Dutch Reformed Church in South 
Africa ag having said after his election, "Every day I shall seek my strength 
in the Word and not in myself". 


In a national broadcast he followed this up by declaring: "It must 
be stated at the outset that we, as believing rulers of a religious country, 
will seek our strength and guidance in the future, as in the past, from Him 


who controls the destinies of nations." The Prime liinister went on to \say? 
No one need doubt for a moment that it will always be my aim to uphold ‘the 
democrati: institutions of our country. The right of people who have other 


convictions to express their views will be maintained." Heke es pe uemeva 
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Ceylon Publication Criticises Government. Censorship 


( Colombo) - An attack on govern nt censorship of religious radio broadcasts 
was made in the October issue of "The Christian News Bulletin", a publication 
of the Study Department of the Ceylon National Christian Council. 


Citing recent censorship of radio scripts, the publication says that the 
result is that “radio broadcasts must avoid dealing with real things. None 
of the problems which fill men's minds in Ceylon today, neither their asp.ra- 
tions nor their fears, can find expression in public discussion, and so sin- 
cerity and straight thinking and truth are suppressed, and only the dust and 
ashes and parrot~talk of the party. line are permitted." 


The National Council publication said that a phrase "which suggested 
there might sometimes be a difference of opinion within the government" and 
a "reference to the fact that there is sometimes a failure of efficiency in 
hospital administration" were deleted from radio scripts. A play, "Incense 
to Caesar", described as ‘depicting the dilemma of the Christian under a 
government which gave preference to Buddhists, was rejected with horror". 


The "Bulletin" also reported that last month a news item reporting flood 
relief gifts to Ceylon, coming through the World Council of Churches, was cut 
out of a tape-recorded Sinhalese Christian half-hour programme. "That reveals 
a meanness of spirit on which it is too difficult to comment with moderation 
-~ so we record it without comment", says the article. E.P.S., Geneva 


European Christian Journalists Consider Responsibilities 


(Luxembourg) - Christian journalists should express "qa certain amount of 
enthusiasm" about technical achievements of our time, but it must never 
develop into “idolatry", according to Professor Etienne Trocmé of Strasbourg, 
France, speaking. on October 11 to members of the European Study Group for 
Protestant Information, mecting in Luxembourg. 


The group, made up of both church and secular journalists,: primarily 
from Western Europe, was told by Professor Trocmé that the responsible jour- 
nalist can fulfil his role only if he guards against oversimplifying the 
events of our time. He must not encourage either an attitude of fear or of 
indifference, he said. : 


Later, the information group issued a memorandum drawing attention to 
the need for the free expression of opinion "which the journalist received 
from the Gospel" and stressed the responsibility of journalists to form 
Dour c.opinion™, E.P.S., Geneva 


Hast German Pastors Speak on Youth Dedication/ Confirmation 


(Berlin) - The vows taken at the Communist government sponsored youth 
dedication services cannot be regarded as “contrary to the Christian faith 
or to the vows taken at Confirmation", according to a "Message on the 
Confirmation Question", just published by the Federation of Evangelical 
Pastors in Kast Germany. The federation, set up in July, is regarded 
"with reservations" by German Evangelical church leaders. 


The message goes on to say that the vow taken at the youth dedication 
‘has nothing whatever to do with the insurmountable barrier between Christianity 
and atheism". 
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In listing six points to clarify the relationship between the two ser- 
vices, the federation says that it is true that Confirmation is " a confir- 
mation of the vows taken by the parents and godparents at the child's 
baptism" but it is "not in any sense a repetition of baptism. Anyone who 
postpones. Confirmation until after the youth dedication in order to counteract 
it is regarding Confirmation as a sort of exorcism and a form of re=-baptism. 
Such a conception is completely unchristian," 


The message concludes: "Participation in the youth dedication cannot 
exclude children from Confirmation, nor can it cancel the effects of Con- 
firnation if the children have already been confirmed." 


Church authorities have rejected the message as. an attempt to split the 
Evangelical Church, which has insisted that the youth dedication and Confir- 
mation are incompatible. 


The pastors federation is made up of fifty pastors from parishes in 
Rast Germany and says that its main task is to deal with "questions of 
theological and political life affecting pastors in the German Democratic 
Republic. B.P.S., Geneva 


More German Church Dissension over Nuclear Weapons 


(Frankfurt) - The German "Church Brotherhoods", groups of pastors and laymen 
known for their opposition to atomic rearmament, have reaffirmed’ an uncom-= 
promising stand towards all manufacture and use of atomic weapons. 


A statement has been issued from a major meeting held in Frankfurt, 
West Germany. It was the first such statement since the brotherhoods 
came out strongly against German nuclear rearmament before last April's 
all-German synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). The statement 
modifies a previous strong criticism of people who favour atom weapons or 
attempt to be neutral on the issue. A storm was created before the EKD's 
all-German synod met, when the brotherhoads declared that attitudes other 
than their own were ‘incompatible with the three articles of the creed". 
(Seeul 2P.5., No 11) 


However, the new statement, without mentioning the creed, repeats that 
inclusion of weapons of mags destruction in the state's arsenal "cannot be 
advocated. by any Christion", and says that neutrality on the issue is 'in- 
compatible with professionof faith in Jesus Christ". Advocacy of atomic 
armament and neutral attitudes are further described as "leading people 
astray and disregarding the will of the triune God". 


Afterwards a spokesman for the groups, which also include representatives 
from East Germany (DDR) , explained that, in their view, acceptance of atomic 
armament meant "false teaching" and ‘involved more than just "political opinion". 
The brotherhoods, he said, wanted the Church's stand to be as firm as it had 
been on the Jewish question under National Socialism. 


Last April's resentment of the. brotherhoods' attitude, felt particularly 
in some Lutheran circles in Germany, has broken out again following the 
Frankfurt action. Circles less critical of atomic rearmament have said the 
latest brotherhood approach marks no advance on earlier positions and only 
tends to harden divisions on the question within the churches. The impli- 
cations that any theological justification of atomic arms for defence means 
putting reliance on armaments in the place of faith have been criticised 
severely. Tt is claimed that such viewpoints will make future discussions in 
the EKD's synod even more difficult than beforc. E.P.n., Geneve 
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A Protestant Kirchentag-type rally for northern France begins at Lille, 
on October 19, with the title "Let Us Go Forward Together". The meeting, © 
according to the organizing committce drawn from several churches, is meant 
to be "not so much a great demonstration of Protestant strength, as an oppor-— 
tunity for members of scattered churches to come together for a while to gain 
renewed strength for their life and witness". 

x * 

Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, in a press interview at Biclefeld in 
West Germany, predicted that the unity of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
would be preserved "until German reunification, in spite of all the tribu- 
lations coming from the rulers of the Soviet Zone". The bishop said that 
"so long as the Church in the Hast is resolutely determined not to make any 
fundamental decisions without sister churches of the West, no state in the 
world can do anything against it". 


Ie 


Dr. Erik Ruden of Stockholm will becomo European secretary of the 
Baptist World -Aviiance in October 1959. Dr. Ruden, gencral secretary of 
the Baptist Union of Sweden, succeeds Dr. Henry Cook of London, who has been 
acting secretary for three years. 


aeons 


President Eisenhower laid the cornerstone of the nineteen-storey Inter- 
church Centre in New York City on October.12 at ceremonies attended by several 
thousand persons. The twenty-million-dollar building is expected to be com- 
pleted.late, in 1959. 


TASe 


An eighty-year-old Canadian woman, hirs. J. Arthur Long, greets every 
passenger arriving at the port of St. John, New Brunswick, and offers. a Bible 
in any one of 28 languages, as a welcome to new arrivals in Canada. 


Hive 


The Hungarian government has made special grants to the Roman Catholic, 
Reformed and Lutheran Churches, to compensate for the implementation of a 25 
per cent cut in subsidics scheduled for 1958. A plan for five-yearly reduc- 
tions was made in 1948. The new grants extend to the end of 1959 and were 
announced by the government paper "Nepszabadsag" as being given "in t he hope 
of seeing the churches support the work of building the country for. the pros- 
perity of the, people". 


= ot 


The formation of an ecumenical council in the Rio do la Plata area of 
Argentina has been suggested by a group of Protestant leaders who have formed 
an organisation in Buenos Aircs, The churchmen plan to arouse public interest 
in the ecumenical movement, support the World Council of Churches int er-church 
aid and service to refugees programme, publish information about the work of 
the council and make preparations for the meeting of the WCC's Executive 
Committee, scheduled for February 1960 in Bucnos Aires, E.P.S., Geneva 
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Recent Periodicals 


The International Review of Missions 


Articles in the current issue of "The International Review of Missions" 
include a South African reaction to the first All-African Christian Con- 
ference held at Ibadan, Nigeria, early in 1958, by Canon A.H. Zulu of Durban; 
"Western Culture and Philippine Lifc", by David L. Hamm; and "Worship in 
the Church of South India", by J.R. Macphail. Other articles on India 
discuss problems of missionary visas and what the Church should do if mission 
help is cut off. Dr. Charles W. Ranson describes the plans made for the 
working of the International llissionary Council's w2,000,000 theological 
education fund. 


The issue also contains impressions of the Russian Orthodox Church 
by an Anglican visitor to Russia and a survey of the discussions of the 
Lambeth Conference on the missionary task. Reviews of recent books and the 
usual detailed bibliography complete the number. E.P.S., Geneva 


The Ecumenical Review 


The October issue of "The Ecumenical Review" contains the sermon preached 
by the late Bishop G.K.A.s Bell on August 24 in the cathedral at Odense, 
Denmark, at a service marking the tenth anniversary of the formation of the 
World Council of Churches. The sermon was the last public address by 
Bishop Bell, an honorary president of the council. He died on October 3 
at his home in Canterbury, England. 


Articles in the issue include “What Is the Church?" by Professor Thomas 
F. Torrance of New College, Edinburgh; "The Population Problem and Family 
Planning" by the Rev. Richard li. Fagley, executive secretary of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs; "The Theological Basis of Religious 
Libe ty", an address delivered at the August mceting of the WCC's Central 
Committee by Professor H. She of Copenhagen; "Asian Impressions" by the 
Rev. Philip Potter, exccutive secretary of the WCC's Youth Department; and 
"The Renascence of Hinduism in India by Paul D. Devanandan, director of the 
Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Socioty in Bangalore, 
india. 


The Ecumenical Chronicle includes reports made to the Central Committee 
by the Executive Committee and the general secretary and the text of the 
communiqué issued after the August meeting between representatives of the 
World Council and the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church. 


The issue concludes with the usual World Council Diary and book 
reviews. H.P.S., Geneva 
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